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Overview of Northwest Overview of Northwest 
IndianaIndiana



The Northwest Indiana RegionThe Northwest Indiana Region

Lake, Porter and LaPorte CountiesLake, Porter and LaPorte Counties

2000 Population 2000 Population -- 741,468741,468

Covers 1,520 square milesCovers 1,520 square miles

Part of the 16 County Part of the 16 County 
Chicago Combined Statistical Chicago Combined Statistical 

AreaArea



4

3 Counties & 41 Cities/Towns



51 Members –
Elected Officials

• 1 Elected Official from each of the 41 Cities 
& Towns

• 1 County Commissioner from each 
County

• 1 County Council Member from 
each County

• County Surveyors

• 1 Governor’s Appointment

NIRPC MembershipNIRPC Membership



Environmental ActivitiesEnvironmental Activities

• Air Quality

Reduction of Mobile Source Emissions

Demand Management

Public Outreach & Education

• Water Quality & Water Quantity

Wetland Protection

Water Use Outside Lake Michigan

Watershed Planning

• Biodiversity

Preservation of Natural Resources

Openlands Protection



Watershed Management Planning

Storm Water Management 
Guidance Document

MS4 Regional Program for Public 
Involvement and Public Education 
and Outreach

New Regional EffortsNew Regional Efforts



Key PlayersKey Players

NIRPC Watershed Advisory GroupNIRPC Watershed Advisory Group
NIRPC Environmental Management and NIRPC Environmental Management and 
Policy CommitteePolicy Committee

MunicipalitiesMunicipalities
UtilitiesUtilities
Environmental GroupsEnvironmental Groups
IndustryIndustry
State and Federal GovernmentState and Federal Government
AcademicsAcademics





Total Water Supply
Total = 3,047 MGD

(USGS 2000)
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NW IN Water Use
Million Gallons per Day

(USGS 2000)

Public Water 
Supply, 102

Domestic (self-
supplied), 7

Industrial, 1,777

Irrigation, 16

Livestock, 1

Thermoelectric, 
1,143



Public Water Supply 
Total = 102.46 MGD

(USGS 2000)
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Challenges in Northwest Challenges in Northwest 
IndianaIndiana



Trends have development moving south in Trends have development moving south in 
NIRPC area NIRPC area –– new development across new development across 
the basin dividethe basin divide
As development moves south, need to As development moves south, need to 
look at ways to protect groundwater and look at ways to protect groundwater and 
surface water resourcessurface water resources

Groundwater rechargeGroundwater recharge
Prevention of runoff from developmentPrevention of runoff from development



Northwest Indiana PopulationNorthwest Indiana Population
19701970--2000, with 2030 Projection2000, with 2030 Projection
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Water Wells in Northwest Indiana



Surface and Groundwater Intakes in Northwest Indiana



Agencies and RegulationsAgencies and Regulations

Indiana Department of Natural ResourcesIndiana Department of Natural Resources
Wellhead protectionWellhead protection
Surface and groundwater water useSurface and groundwater water use
Lake MI withdrawalsLake MI withdrawals
ResearchResearch

Indiana Department of Environmental Indiana Department of Environmental 
ManagementManagement

Surface and groundwater qualitySurface and groundwater quality
Drinking water qualityDrinking water quality



Background on ToolkitBackground on Toolkit



Project GoalsProject Goals

To provide tools for different audiences to To provide tools for different audiences to 
protect water and water dependent natural protect water and water dependent natural 
resources resources –– Water quantity AND water Water quantity AND water 
quality as it relates to water quantityquality as it relates to water quantity
To identify water resources uses and To identify water resources uses and 
availability for future use in Northwest availability for future use in Northwest 
IndianaIndiana



The Project and The Project and 
the Great Lakes Charter Annexthe Great Lakes Charter Annex

Great Lakes State/Province Agreement on Great Lakes State/Province Agreement on 
Great Lakes Water UseGreat Lakes Water Use
Goal of Agreement is to Goal of Agreement is to Protect, Protect, 
ConserveConserve, Restore, and Improve the , Restore, and Improve the 
Water and Water Dependent Natural Water and Water Dependent Natural 
Resources of the Great LakesResources of the Great Lakes



Overview of ProjectOverview of Project

Funded by The Joyce Funded by The Joyce 
FoundationFoundation
PartnersPartners

NIRPC (Lead)NIRPC (Lead)
Lake Michigan Lake Michigan 
FederationFederation

•• ConservationConservation
•• Land UseLand Use

The Cadmus GroupThe Cadmus Group
•• Water Resource Water Resource 

ProtectionProtection



Toolkit ComponentsToolkit Components

13 Fact Sheets13 Fact Sheets
CDCD--ROMROM



General Fact SheetsGeneral Fact Sheets

Overview Overview -- Toolkit for Protecting Toolkit for Protecting 
Water ResourcesWater Resources
Water Use and Availability in Lake, Water Use and Availability in Lake, 
Porter and LaPorte Counties in Porter and LaPorte Counties in 
Northwest IndianaNorthwest Indiana
Annex 2001Annex 2001



Local Officials ComponentsLocal Officials Components

Protecting and Conserving Water Resources Protecting and Conserving Water Resources 
through Land Use Planning and Zoningthrough Land Use Planning and Zoning
Protecting and Conserving Water Resources Protecting and Conserving Water Resources 
through Source Water Protectionthrough Source Water Protection
Managing StormwaterManaging Stormwater
Watershed Planning and AssessmentWatershed Planning and Assessment
Water ConservationWater Conservation
Septics SystemsSeptics Systems
Low Impact Development TechniquesLow Impact Development Techniques



Other Audience ComponentsOther Audience Components

Developers Developers -- Protecting and Conserving Protecting and Conserving 
Water Resources through Better Site Water Resources through Better Site 
PlanningPlanning
General Public General Public -- Water Conservation and Water Conservation and 
Pollution Prevention Pollution Prevention 
Water Utilities Water Utilities -- Water Conservation Water Conservation 
Techniques and IncentivesTechniques and Incentives



Local Officials: Land UseLocal Officials: Land Use
Land UseLand Use

Overview of Low Overview of Low 
Impact Impact 
DevelopmentDevelopment
ZoningZoning
Water protection Water protection 
practices and practices and 
ordinancesordinances



Developers’ ToolsDevelopers’ Tools

Overview of Low Overview of Low 
Impact Impact 
Development (LID)Development (LID)
Benefits of LIDBenefits of LID
LID EffectivenessLID Effectiveness
Conservation Conservation 
Design ManualsDesign Manuals



General Public ToolsGeneral Public Tools
Water ConservationWater Conservation

Conservation tools Conservation tools 
and practicesand practices

Pollution PreventionPollution Prevention
Household Household 
hazardous waste hazardous waste 
prevention prevention 
informationinformation
Household Household 
checklistschecklists



Dissemination PlanDissemination Plan



Three areas of focus:Three areas of focus:
Local/RegionalLocal/Regional
Lake Michigan BasinLake Michigan Basin
Great Lakes BasinGreat Lakes Basin

Example target audiences:Example target audiences:
Homebuilders AssociationsHomebuilders Associations
Municipal LeaguesMunicipal Leagues
BasinBasin--wide Groupswide Groups



Next Steps for Next Steps for 
Northwest IndianaNorthwest Indiana



Developing a better map of existing groundwater Developing a better map of existing groundwater 
resources resources 
Locating and protecting groundwater recharge Locating and protecting groundwater recharge 
areas areas 
Implementing practices that protect water Implementing practices that protect water 
resources in all areas, particularly in developing resources in all areas, particularly in developing 
areas. areas. 
Encouraging development of areas close to or Encouraging development of areas close to or 
part of an existing water supply system rather part of an existing water supply system rather 
than building new systems. than building new systems. 



Closing session Closing session –– John John 
Swanson, Executive Swanson, Executive 

Director, NIRPCDirector, NIRPC




